Child Safe Standard 7

Strategies to promote the participation and empowerment of children
Developing the capacity in children to raise concerns
about their safety requires schools to have a focused
and intentional commitment to cultural and structural
change that has the empowerment of children as the
goal. For Catholic schools, ‘the dignity of every person,
independent of ethnicity, creed, gender, sexuality, age
or ability, is the foundation [of Catholic Social Teaching
principles]’ (Caritas Australia 2016).
Schools, in partnership with families, will ensure children
and young people are engaged and active participants
in decision-making processes, particularly those that
have an impact on their safety. This means that the
views of staff, children, young people and families are
taken seriously and their concerns are addressed in a
just and timely manner. Children and young people are
also provided with the necessary skills and knowledge
to understand and maintain their personal safety and
wellbeing (CECV 2016).

In Brief
Standard 7 underlines the critical importance of schools
fostering an environment of openness, inclusiveness
and respect where children feel valued and ‘have an
awareness of [their] rights and adults’ responsibilities
regarding child abuse’ (State of Victoria, Department
of Health and Human Services 2015). In such an
environment, children are supported by being taught
skills to maintain personal safety and simple processes
for reporting abuse, inappropriate behavior or concerns
for their safety and they feel comfortable to do so.

Ministerial Order Requirements
The Victorian government has introduced minimum
Child Safe Standards into law to ensure that
organisations providing services for children create
child-safe environments. In accordance with Ministerial

Order No. 870 (State of Victoria, Department of
Education and Training 2016), under the Education and
Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic.), all Victorian schools will
be required to comply with these new standards from
1 August 2016 as part of their registration requirements.
The Ministerial Order specifies the following requirements
for schools regarding Standard 7:
1. The school governing authority must develop strategies
to deliver appropriate education about:
a. standards of behaviour for students attending
the school;
b. healthy and respectful relationships (including
sexuality);
c. resilience; and
d. child abuse awareness and prevention.
2. The school governing authority must promote the child
safety standards required by this Order in ways that are
readily accessible, easy to understand, and user-friendly
to children (State of Victoria, Department of Education
and Training 2016).

Towards Compliance (1 August 2016)
• Identify and document practices that are already in
place to promote the empowerment and participation
of children and young people in the school.
• Assess the current practice to identify strengths,
gaps and areas that require further work.
• Deliver appropriate education about standards
of behaviour for students attending the school;
healthy and respectful relationships (including
sexuality); resilience; and child abuse awareness and
prevention.
• Conduct focus groups and action research to
establish children’s conceptions of safety, including
interpersonal safety.
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• Promote the child-safety standards required by the
Ministerial Order in ways that are readily accessible,
easy to understand, and user-friendly to children.
• Ensure that information and processes for reporting
concerns are accessible to all children in your
school, and are specifically adapted to the cultural
and social contexts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children, children from culturally and/or
linguistically diverse backgrounds and children with
a disability.
• Raise awareness in the school community about
the rights of children.
• Introduce a systematic, age-appropriate, child
safety curriculum.

Sustaining a Culture of Child Safety
• Provide students in the school with age-appropriate
and accessible information about what child abuse
is, their rights to make decisions about their body
and privacy, and how they can raise concerns.
• Regularly review the effectiveness of the school’s
child safety curriculum to enable students to feel
safe, respected and empowered to contribute to
the school’s understanding of child safety and to
report an allegation or concern for their own safety.
• In school information, consider including material
of culturally appropriate language, photographs
and artwork for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children, children from culturally and/or linguistically
diverse backgrounds and children with a disability.
• Regularly gather feedback from students through
surveys, focus groups, story time and social media
regarding the processes to report concerns and
implement improvements based on this feedback.
• Provide training for relevant staff and volunteers on
methods of empowering children and encouraging
their participation.

Indicators of Effective Implementation
Typical features of a school where strategies to
promote the participation and empowerment of
children are embedded are that:
• children in the school feel safe, respected
and empowered to contribute to the school’s
understanding of child safety and to report an
allegation or concern for their own safety
• all children in the school understand what child
safety is, know their rights and can easily access
reporting procedures when they feel unsafe
• staff in the school understand how to empower
and encourage the participation of children in
creating a child-safe school
• teachers in the school feel confident and prepared
to deliver age-appropriate education about
child-protection awareness including healthy
and respectful relationships
• children and young people are consulted about
child-safety matters
• concerns reported by children in the school are
responded to appropriately and promptly.

Resources
Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV)
2014, Industrial Relations Page, accessed 16 May
2016 www.cecv.catholic.edu.au. For information about
and resources from the CECV Industrial Relations Unit.
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse 2013, Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse website, accessed
16 May 2016 www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.
au. For information about the focus of the Royal
Commission including its research agenda and reports
State of Victoria, Commission for Children and Young
People 2015, A Guide for Creating a Child Safe
Environment Version 2, State Government of Victoria,
Melbourne, accessed 16 May 2016 www.ccyp.vic.
gov.au/downloads/creating-a-childsafe-organisationguide.pdf.
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State of Victoria, Department of Health and Human
Services 2011, Human Services, State Government
of Victoria, Melbourne, accessed 16 May 2016
www.dhs.vic.gov.au/home. For information on the
Victorian Child Safe Standards for all organisations
working with children.
State of Victoria, Department of Justice
2016, Betrayal of Trust implementation, State
Government of Victoria, Melbourne, accessed
16 May 2016 www.justice.vic.gov.au/home/
safer+communities/protecting+children+and+families/
betrayal+of+trust+implementation. For information
about the Betrayal of Trust Inquiry response including
Criminal Law reform.
Truth, Justice and Healing Council 2016, Melbourne
Response, Truth Justice and Healing Council,
Canberra, accessed 16 May 2016 www.tjhcouncil.org.
au/about-us/about-the-council.aspx. For information
about the Catholic Church’s response to the Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse.
Victorian Registration & Qualifications Authority
(VRQA) 2016, Child Safe Standards, State of Victoria
(Department of Education and Training), Melbourne,
accessed 16 May 2016 www.vrqa.vic.gov.au/Pages/
safety.aspx. For compliance information and advice
on implementation of Ministerial Order No. 870 by the
regulatory authority responsible for the registration of
Victorian schools.
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